
GRAND LARGE GYMNASIUM
Dunkirk, France

Construction of the Grand Large Gymnasium in
Dunkirk
 
A Structuring Facility within an Urban Project
The gymnasium project is an integral part of a large urban
project in the ZAC du Grand Large. Located on the site of the
former shipyards and French workshops for nearly a century, this
neighborhood aims to provide a new living space for the
residents of Dunkirk. The urban project, led by the Nicolas
Michelin & Associés agency, places particular emphasis on the
quality of public spaces. The Dunkirk gymnasium is integrated
into this new public space as a true beacon of industrial heritage.
 
Staging of Industrial Aesthetics
The integration of the gable from the former fitting workshops, a
symbol of the industrial and social heritage of Dunkirk, helped
define the building’s volume. The choice of materials—red brick
for the façade and metallic gray—recalls the contrast of
industrial architecture and its power. Other materials
complement the building, providing light openings: to the west,
the stands are illuminated by a polycarbonate façade; the north
gable closes the building with a lower glazed section and a
translucent upper part.
 
The sheds ensure that the gymnasium receives appropriate
natural light.
They allow sports activities during the day without energy
consumption and contribute to the industrial metaphor
embodied in the design.
 
A Public Space Integral to a Emerging Social Life
The gymnasium project was designed to both integrate and
structure the future neighborhood. Its design (…)

Client
S3D (Société de Développement du
Dunkerquois)
 
Program
Construction of a sports facility for
high school students, including a multi-
sports hall with a 250-seat stand and
a climbing wall, a weight room, a
boxing room, and a dance studio.
 
Surface
3,087 m²
 
Cost of Work
3,200,000 € ex-tax
 
Status
Delivered in 2009
 
Environmental Quality
High-performance HQE targets
Eco-construction targets | Harmonious
relationship with the immediate
environment: Urban and heritage
integration: respecting the memory of
the site (shipyard) by reutilizing an old
gable; the doors are engraved with
the names of ships built at this site.
Choice of construction products (…)
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